
 

 

 

 The ancient Maya, a diverse group of indigenous people who lived in parts of present day 

Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras, had one of the most sophisticated 

and complex civilizations in the Western Hemisphere. 

The Maya had many cities here are some the Maya occupied for thousands of years even 

over lapping with the Aztecs, but I’m here to tell you about the cities  

The Maya had 16 major cites  listed above but we are going to focus on Copan. Copán is said 

to be the capital  of the Maya civilization in the Copán Department of western Honduras, 

not far from the border with Guatemala. This ancient relic dates back to about 1000 BC. It 

became an important Maya city during the Classic Period 250–900 AD, and at its peak early 

in the 9th century, it may have been home to as many as 20,000 people.  Each city had a 

leader or a royal family and no not Meghan Markle and Prince Harry. For example Copan’s 

leader was Yax Kuk Mo, coming from the area of Tikal (Petén), arrived in the Copan Valley in 

427 A.D., and started a dynasty of 16 rulers. 

Trading  

 The Maya had many forms of trading, ranging from food commodities, the 

barter system was typically used for large orders. Cacao beans were used for everyday 

exchange in Postclassical (the time between 950AD and 1539AD) times. For more expensive 

purchases gold, jade and copper were used for trading. 

Astronomy  

Maya astronomers looked to the heavens for signs. They used observatories to study the sky 

and stars, and observations of the horizon to trace the complex motions of the sun, the 

stars and planets in order to observe, calculate and record this information in their 

chronicles. And they built astronomy towers to study the stars and they were the first to 

find out that there were 365 days in a year  


