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Trading 

The Mayan trading history is mostly unknown. However, we know that 

the Mayans had a unique way that they traded. Besides the trade route 

on land, important trading did take place on the water as well. From 

South America, people traded with the Maya for cacao beans. 

Large trading canoes that held up to 20 people trade goods travelled up 

and down the coasts

 

Where did they live? 

The Mayan civilization was located in the Central America jungle area.  

The reason why the Mayans lived in Forest / Jungle was so they can 

escape during a war/ battle. Mayan civilization occupied much of north-

western Central America. The last remaining Mayan people still live in 

the same region of the planet. 

 



 

The War and Pillaging  

The Maya were once thought to have been a peaceful, developing 

civilization but they soon became a society that could fight and could 

survive getting attacked. The goals and motives of warfare in Maya 

culture are not thoroughly understood. Warfare can also be identified 

from archaeological Maya polities engaged in violent warfare for political 

control of people and resources such as obsidian.  

 

 

Farming 

The Maya created farming land by using the "Slash-and-burn" technique 
to clear the forests and woods. They planted maize and other crops 
such as Beans, Butternut squash and even tobacco. In the highlands up 
to the west, they terraced the slopes for crops on the mountainsides; in 
the lowlands, they cleared the jungle for planting the crops. Most of the 
Maya were farmers and they were very good farmers as well. 
 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_civilization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obsidian


Maya levels of society 

Maya levels of society was split into nobles, slaves, commoners and 

serfs. Maya nobles were the town and city leaders and they were also 

the scribes. Maya serfs were the people that worked the fields and 

planted all the crops. Maya commoners are the citizens and towns 

people. 

 

 


